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VP-26 returns from first P-8 deployment

Report: 

Irma debris 
cleanup slow
By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay 
County residents and officials are 
still carrying out recovery efforts a 
month after Hurricane Irma ripped 
through Florida. 

Multiple natural disasters across 
the country and the widespread 
destruction from Hurricane Irma in 
September is overtaxing local gov-
ernment recovery efforts. 

Countywide, 42 families are cur-
rently receiving Federal Emergency 
Management Agency transitional 
shelter assistance, which provides 
temporary housing to families whose 
homes received substantial damage. 

Clay County Emergency Manage-
ment Director John Ward gave the 
Board of County Commissioners 
an update on cleanup and recovery 
efforts at the commission’s Oct. 10 
meeting. He said roughly 450 homes 
in the county are either completely 
destroyed having sustained sub-
stantial damage from flooding and 
winds. 

Current estimates place Clay 
County’s share of damage from the 
storm at more than $1 million. 

Meanwhile, water levels along 
the North and South prongs of 
Black Creek remain two feet above 
normal levels. He said homes along 
the creek are now in danger due to 

SEE DEBRIS, 7

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

NAS Jacksonville sailor Jeremy Weldon hugs his son Joshua after returning from deployment last Thursday.

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

JACKSONVILLE – Hundreds gath-
ered Oct. 13 at a 1940s-era hangar 
on the Naval Air Station Jacksonville 

runway to welcome home about 
200 members of the VP-26 Tridents 
from a six-month deployment to the 
Western Pacific. 

During the trip, the men spent 

time in Japan, and met members of 
foreign navies from Australia, Japan, 
South Korea and a variety of south-
east Asian countries. They showed 

SEE HOME, 6
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State of river report gives mixed review 
By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – An annual 
report shows the health of the St. 
Johns River and its tributaries has im-
proved while other aspects continue 
to worsen. 

The 10th annual State of the River 
Report published in September by 
researchers from the University of 
North Florida, Jacksonville University, 
Florida Southern College and Val-
dosta State University shows mixed 
results regarding the health of the St. 
Johns River and its tributaries that 
show the need for continued testing.

Trends from the latest report show 
lower nitrogen and phosphorus levels 
from years prior. High nutrient levels 
in waterbodies can contribute to the 
growth of toxic algae blooms, which 
harm marine wildlife.

“Our summary of 10-year find-
ings shows long-term drops in both 
nitrogen and phosphorus, which is 
good news about an important indi-
cator that regional organizations have 
worked to improve. But algal blooms, 
which come from high 

nitrogen and phosphorus, haven’t 
decreased yet,” said Radha Pyati, 

chair and professor of chemistry at 
the University of North Florida.

Chlorophyll-a levels in the river, 
however, have remained largely 
unchanged over a 10-year timeframe 
and show no indication of decreasing 
soon, according to the report. Chlo-

rophyll a is the type of chlorophyll 
found in cyanobacteria – the bacte-
ria that causes toxic algae blooms. 
Researchers monitor the density 
of chlorophyll-a in a waterbody to 
gauge the likelihood that toxic algae 
blooms will grow there. 

Dissolved oxygen levels within 
the St. Johns River has improved 
overall. However, researchers said, 
oxygen levels in most tributaries 
remain unsatisfactory and worsening. 
Researchers said the lowest oxygen 
levels recorded occur in the summer 
months. 

Many tributaries continue to sus-
tain unhealthy levels of fecal coli-
form bacteria. Researchers often use 
the bacteria, which is ubiquitous in 
mammal feces, as an indicator of the 
presence of dangerous pathogens in 
the water. 

Fecal coliform levels in St. Johns 
River tributaries have been rated 
unsatisfactory for all 10 years of the 
report series due to levels persistently 
higher than water quality criteria. 
Despite concerted efforts to identify 
remedies to these contaminations, 
sometimes referred to as Basin Man-
agement Action Plans, “this stubborn 
problem of fecal coliform bacteria 
persists in some tributaries,” Pyati 
said. “It’s getting better, although it’s 
not below water quality standards, in 
some tributaries, but in some 

Gerry Pinto, associate research scientist at the Jacksonville University Marine Science Research 
Institute, along with other researchers recently released a 10-year report on the health of the St. 
Johns River. There is a growing concern over non-native species, such as the Lionfish, which has 
not natural predator and the Cuban tree frog. 

SEE RIVER, 11

By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf

ORANGE PARK — The North Florida 
Transportation Planning Organiza-
tion is giving every Northeast Florida 
resident the chance to shape future 
transportation projects simply by 
journaling. 

The TPO and the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation are sponsor-
ing a survey to get a better grasp of 
when, where and how people travel. 
The goal is to get a better picture of 
travel patterns of motorists in Clay, 
Baker, Nassau, Putnam, Duval and St. 
Johns Counties.

Residents who sign up will record 
the transportation habits of their en-
tire household for a day.

The survey should be taken by a 
household that is willing to commit 
to the time of the survey and record 

accurate answers.
Residents who participate will 

contribute data that, once aggregated, 
will give FDOT and the TPO a look at 
how residents travel, where they go, 
how long it takes and what residents 
do when they arrive. 

“This is really that very, very first 
step,” said Jeff Sheffield, TPO execu-
tive director. “So, this is that input 
that begins to develop sort of that 
long term big picture for the region, 
and as projects begin to come out of 
that progress, then you get into even 
more public input as the very spe-
cific projects begin to take shape. We 
begin to go out into the public where 
those projects are affecting.”

Along with the knowledge of hav-
ing shaped the future of transporta-
tion in Northeast Florida, residents 
can also win a bevy of prizes includ-

ing an iPhone X and Amazon gift 
cards for their participation. 

Sheffield said the last time the 
TPO held a travel survey similar to 
this was 15 years ago, when the TPO 
was still in the habit of collecting this 
data using roadside surveys. 

With the widespread proliferation 
of the internet, however, FDOT has 
been able to put the survey process 
online. 

Still, Sheffield said, it’s not easy 
to get a resident to take time out of 
their days for transportation, espe-
cially if it’s for data that will be used 
for projects that are “not in their back 
yards.” 

“It’s hard for the public to un-
derstand how hard it is in the early 
planning stages unless [the project] is 
right next to them,” Sheffield said.

Once authorities aggregate the 

travel data, they will use the data to 
shape and then seek possible fund-
ing for an unmeasurable number 
of projects. Data such as this helps 
transportation authorities plan roads 
more efficiently and, when there are 
state or federal dollars on available, 
prove a need exists for one project or 
another.

Sheffield hopes to attract 4,000 
households throughout the reason. 
He said if 4,000 households answer 
the survey honestly, then it would 
represent an accurate and diverse 
cross section of residents within the 
region. 

Transportation authorities hope to 
finish the study by November if they 
can drum up enough support and hit 
their 4,000 household target. 

To take the survey, visit www.
NorthFloridaTravelSurvey.com.

Wanted: Your transportation ideas for the future
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Beautify your smile 
with permanent 
dental implants! 
Use a board certifi ed surgeon 
and implant specialist.
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Who ya’ gonna’ call ?
By Kile Brewer
The Oakelaf

MIDDLEBURG – As the Halloween 
season approaches, the Ghostbusters 
of Middleburg are gearing up for 
their favorite month of the year. 

While they actually don’t fight any 
ghosts or evil spirits that might be 
stirred up during the spookiest time 
of year, they usually schedule the 
bulk of their yearly engagements in 
the weeks leading up to Halloween. 

The group started about five years 
ago when member Adam Edens 
decided to build his very own Ecto-
mobile replica with parts he had on 
hand at the time. 

“I had an ‘86 Pontiac sitting in my 
yard,” Edens said. “I decided to finally 
do something with it. So, I set it up 
and started taking it to car shows.”

After the car was finished, Edens 
began taking the car throughout the 
state to shows, and eventually met 
other Ghostbusters fans. After talk-
ing with one another, they assembled 
their jumpsuits and proton packs, 
and as of 2015, the Ghostbusters of 

Middleburg were born.
The group travels throughout 

the state, mostly in and around Clay 
County and Jacksonville, to cosplay 
conventions, birthday parties and 
Halloween events. They also make 
regular appearances in parades.

The members include Edens, 
Alan Wittkamp, and Matt Blocker, 
all of Middleburg. Jeffrey Minigh, 
Wittkamp’s younger brother, is a 
recent addition to the team. Minigh, a 
student at the Seamark Ranch school 
just west of Penney Farms, serves the 
group as a ghostbusting apprentice. 

Often the Middleburg group will 
meet up with St. Augustine-based 
Ghostbuster couple Cameron and 
Teresa Fisher, who make up the two-
person Ancient City Ghostbusters, 
complete with their own pickup 
truck Ectomobile. The pair met the 
Middleburg Ghostbusters at an event 
and the groups have maintained 
contact since, making up two of 
the area’s most official Ghostbuster 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Clay County resident Alan Wittkamp demonstrates his PKE meter and Ectogoggles props Oct. 15 
at Jax Maker Con in downtown Jacksonville. Wittkamp was at the event with other members of 
the Ghostbusters of Middleburg.

SEE GHOSTBUSTERS, 8
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Now Open!

visit www.canterfi eldofclaycounty.comassisted living 
license #AL13006

Follow us
on facebook

  Canterfield of Clay County
An Independent and Assisted Living Community

Independent Living  •  Assisted Living
Memory Care 

Independence. Well-Being. Peace of Mind.

•  Th ree Chef-prepared Meals 
Daily

•  Restaurant-style Dining
•  Scheduled Transportation
•  Organized Activities

•  Barber / Beauty Salon
•  Arts & Craft  Room
• Movie Th eater
• Fitness Center
• Laundry Service

• Licensed Nurses 24/7
• Housekeeping
• Pet-friendly
• Library
• WiFi

Canterfi eld of Clay County 
904-203-6100
1611 Winners Circle
at 3223 Old Jennings Road 
Middleburg, FL 32068

Public EventsComplimentary

Veterans Day Salute!
Fried Chicken & Fixin’s

Buff et Luncheon
FREE for Veterans 

$4 for Non-resident Guests
Friday, November 10th
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Dine with the Doctor
Tuesday, Nov. 28th • 5:30 p.m.

“All About Infections”
Mihaela Ionescu, MD, FACP
Reservations Required

(904) 203-6100

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy
Orange Park, FL 32065

OakleafBaptist.com

JOIN US!
Sunday

Sunday School 10:00am

New Worship 
Service Times 8:45am & 11am
Kidz Worship KG-3 11am

AWANA 5pm

Evening Worship Service 6pm

Wednesday
Men’s & Ladies
Prayer Meeting 6:15pm

OSM Youth “Fusion Live” 6:30pm

Prayer & Bible Study 7:00pm
Kidz4Christ KG-6

Initiative gives 
cash for good grades

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Middleburg High School students celebrate their cash incentives provided by the National Math 
and Science Initiative for passing Advance Placement courses with a 3.0 GPA or above.

By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – About 20 students 
lined up on the football field Oct. 6 
evening at Middleburg High School, 
but they weren’t playing football, or 
performing in the marching band. 
They were being celebrated for aca-
demic achievement and some handed 
checks for as much as $200. 

The students received cash incen-
tives provided by a grant from the 
National Math and Science Initia-
tive, an organization that funded a 
college preparatory program in the 
Clay County School District at just 
over $4 million to be used during the 
course of three years. The program 
urges students to enroll in Advanced 
Placement courses, and upon pass-
ing those courses, awards the student 
$100 for each class they make it 
through with a GPA of 3.0 or above. 
Teachers are paid $100 for each of 
their student who makes it through 
an AP course. Though the cash incen-
tives help entice kids to enroll in 
upper-level classes, they aren’t the 

only thing the grant provides. 
“The ultimate goal is to encour-

age STEM related AP classes,” said 
Justin Williams Middleburg High 
vice principal and NMSI coordinator. 
“They set out to achieve that goal by 
providing training for teachers and 
students. They also provide money to 
schools to fulfill the needs that need 
to be met in order to properly host 
AP courses.”

Middleburg received about $8,200 
of the $4 million total this year for 
materials and cash incentives, which 
paid out about 70 students at the 
school, according to Williams. 

The grant is in its second year, 
with the 2018-2019 school year be-
ing the last chance for students and 
teachers to take advantage of the 
funding, but the district saw results 
after the inaugural year. 

Superintendent Addison Davis said 
that in the first year, 772 students 
enrolled in AP courses district-wide. 
That was an increase of about 70 
students from the previous year. This 
year he expects that number to go 

up even more. Davis said that while 
the program gets results with cash 
incentives, the ultimate goal is what 
makes the program so attractive at 
the district level. 

“They’ve done this in other coun-
ties throughout the nation and see 
significant lifts in the number of stu-
dents who are prepared to pass AP 
exams. They provide extensive pro-
fessional development to AP teach-
ers throughout the year to increase 
content knowledge,” he said. “But 
there’s no harm in incentivizing, it’s 
attractive to the kids and it encour-
ages them to succeed.”

Middleburg senior Kaley Petrosky, 
17, stood on the track at the edge of 
the football field talking with friends, 
holding a big check in her hands 

made out to her for $100.
“There was never money before, 

but the college credit was worth it,” 
said Petrosky. “But with [NMSI] you 
get a little extra.”

After graduating, Petrosky plans 
to attend Florida State University to 
study business administration. 

Standing with his students just 
before the group was welcomed onto 
the field at the start of halftime, Mid-
dleburg High Principal Roger Dailey 
spoke about the group of students 
behind him, checks in hand, fresh 
out of last semester’s AP courses. 

“I’ll support any added incentive 
to motivate kids to focus on things 
that are long term and beneficial – 
we need that,” Dailey said. “It vali-
dates their hard work.”
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www.edwardjones.com

Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. Unit 904 
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188

Member SIPCMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Required Withdrawals from Retirement Plans: What Should You Know?
You may spend decades contributing to your IRA and 401(k). But, 
eventually, you’ll need to use this money. Before that day arrives, 
you’ll want to be familiar with the rules governing withdrawals 
– and you’ll want to know just how much you should take out.

To begin with, withdrawals from traditional employer-sponsored 
retirement plans like these fall under the Internal Revenue 
Service’s “required minimum distributions” (RMD) guidelines. 
(You aren’t required to take these distributions from a Roth IRA.) 
Here are some of the key RMD points to keep in mind:

You need to take distributions by age 70-1/2. You generally 
should begin taking RMDs in the year in which you turn 70-1/2. 
If you don’t take your fi rst RMD during that year, you must take it 
no later than April 1 of the following year. If you do put it off  until 
April 1, you must take two distributions in one year.

If you don’t take your RMDs on time, you may have to pay the 
IRS a 50 percent penalty tax on the taxable portion of your 
uncollected distribution — so make sure you know your dates. 

You can take more than the minimum. You can withdraw 
more than the RMD, but, as the word “required” suggests, you 
can’t withdraw less. 

You may be able to delay RMDs in an employer’s retirement 
plan if you’re still working. If your employer’s retirement plan 
permits it, you may not have to take RMDs if you are still working 
and you are 70-1/2 or older. However, this exception won’t apply 
if you own 5 percent or more of your company.

To determine your RMD, you’ll need to use either the Uniform 
Lifetime Table, which is based on your life expectancy, or the 
Joint Life Table, if you have a spouse who is the sole benefi ciary 

and who is more than 10 years younger. Your tax advisor can help 
you make this selection.

So, now that you know the basic rules of RMDs, you’ll need to consider 
their impact on your retirement income. As mentioned above, you 
can certainly take out more than the RMD, but should you?

If you need the extra money, then you’ll have to take it. However, 
when determining how much you should take beyond your 
RMDs, you’ll need to weigh some other factors.

For one thing, if you can delay taking Social Security, you’ll get 
bigger checks, so you might be able to lower the amounts you 
take from your 401(k) and IRA.

Another factor to consider is the size and composition of your 
investment portfolio held outside your retirement accounts. If 
you have a sizable amount of investments, with some of them 
providing regular income, you may be able to aff ord to take 
out only your RMDs, or perhaps just slightly more. On the other 
hand, if your 401(k) and IRA make up the vast majority of your 
investment holdings, you might need to rely on them much 
more heavily.

In any case, though, you will need to establish an appropriate 
withdrawal rate for all your investments to ensure you won’t 
outlive your money. A fi nancial professional can help you calculate 
this rate. Do whatever it takes to maximize your benefi ts from your 
IRA and 401(k). They’re valuable assets – so use them wisely.

Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial advisors are not estate planners and 
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualifi ed tax advisor regarding your situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Location - 
          9717 103rd Street
   Jacksonville, Florida 32210

         4 miles west of I-295
2 miles east of Branan Field/Chaffee

 

You are invited to come and enjoy an exciting 
time of Contemporary Praise & Worship and 

sharing of God’s Word.Westside
  Family Worship Center
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Family Life Night  
Adult Bible Study

Refuge Student Ministries
Royal Rangers

Missionettes & Rainbows
Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 

 Service Schedule

Sunday School - 9am
Morning Worship - 10am

Kidz Church - 10am

Sunday Celebration

“Heart  of Worship” - 5-6pm
1st Sunday each month

904.771.6424 - office
904.771.8031 - fax
westsidefamily.com

Come and join us on Tuesday, October 31st from 6pm-9pm
for a night full of fun and family with the family at Westside 
Family Worship Center.  A SAFE ALTERNATIVE for kidz of all 
ages.  There will be lots of games, candy, prizes, food, rides, 
bounce houses and slides, live entertainment and much 
more...a GREAT NIGHT for EVERYONE!  and it’s FREE to the 
community!!!

Walking for Alicia
 By Jesse Hollett
The Oakleaf 

ORANGE PARK – On April 19, 2013, 
a Dodge 
Charger 
stopped 
Alicia and 
David Glad-
den’s life. 

The char-
ger, driven 
by a U.S. 
Navy officer 
under the 
influence of 
alcohol, flew 
into oncom-
ing traffic 
on Roosevelt 
Boulevard near Interstate 10 and 
crashed the 27-year old’s Saturn, kill-

ing her instantly. 
The wisdom of time and distance 

has muddled his hostility towards 
the sailor who killed his daughter. 
Instead of anger, he replaced it with 
a sense of understanding and forgive-
ness that was originally foreign. 

“I don’t want to give him a pass 
because of what he did, but I give 
him a pass,” David said. “Because I 
think as individuals – he had people 
with him. He had friends that were 
with him, and they went with him. 
They got in the car with him, they 
followed him, none of them thought 
to say, ‘“hey, you’re not driving.”’

It wasn’t long after the crash that 
David came into contact with Texas-
based advocacy group Mother’s 
Against Drunk Driving. The non-

David Gladden

David Gladden’s daughter Alicia was killed four years ago after a drunk driver lost control of his 
vehicle and slammed into her Saturn.SEE ALICIA, 10
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Confused About Healthcare?

*If approved by underwriting

Contact me for a FREE consultation:
Roland Mastandrea (904)375-0276

Cell # 904-444-5587
roland@isaofjax.com

www.ushagent/rolandmastandrea.com

• Cigna PPO Network

• Help you fi nd affordable benefi ts

• No calendar year deductible

• First dollar coverage

• Doctor visit/covered

• Urgent care/covered

• Emergency room/covered

• Hospital expenses/covered

• Dental and Vision insurance available

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

FRIDAY OCT 13TH 
- HALLOWEEN

FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS AT 8PM 
SUNDAYS AT 3PM

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE 
TUES. OCT. 31ST AT 8PM

2900 MOODY AVE., ORANGE PARK

FOR TICKETS CALL 904-276-2599 
OR VISIT WWW.OPCT.INFO

Some scenes may be frightening for young children, 
parental guidance suggested

Orange Park Community Theatreyy
Your Key to Entertainment! 

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

The Weldon family, of Oakleaf, wait outside the hangar Oct. 13 as Jeremy Weldon made his way 
from the P-8A Poseidon aircraft that carried him home after a six-month deployment to the 
western Pacific.

off their skills to foreign audiences 
during air shows and other events, 
but spent the majority of their time 
perfecting their skills on the P-8A 
Poseidon aircraft.

Though other commands at NAS 
Jax have already made the switch to 
the P-8, this deployment was the first 
for the Tridents on the updated ver-
sion of the tried-and-true P-3C Orion 
aircraft. 

The group spent about a year 
training on the new plane before 
being deployed, something Com-
manding Officer Cmdr. Andrew Klos-
terman said was key to their success 
on this particular deployment. 

“The first [deployment] is always 
more challenging,” Klosterman said. 
“I could not have asked for our crew 
to perform any better than they did.”

According to Klosterman, the P-8 
comes with a steep learning curve. 
The plane features a lot of new tech-
nology which he described as being 
much more advanced than what they 
are used to. With the aircrew operat-
ing as a team to complete missions, 
everyone has to remain constantly 
aware and know all of the minute 
details of their job to ensure things 
run smoothly without error. Klos-
terman said his men and women 
didn’t bat an eye during their trip.

“Overall how we operate as a 
crew doesn’t change a lot [on the 
new aircraft],” Klosterman said. “The 
P-8 requires a crew of nine instead 

Home
from page 1

of 11, but every person has a job and 
the jobs don’t change much.”

The crews tallied about 4,000 
total flight hours during the deploy-
ment, with about 11,000 hours of 
maintenance being completed to 
keep the planes in top form between 
outings. This trip was a welcomed 
success for all members of VP-26 as 
they are now fully transitioned away 
from the P-3. 

The men returned in three 
separate planes. First came two P-8s, 
each holding the air crew, pilots and 
officers. The last plane looked more 

like a jumbo jet used for trans-Pacific 
passenger flights, which carried more 
than 100 members of the mainte-
nance crew.

The first P-8 to arrive held Oakleaf 
resident Jeremy Weldon.

“I usually get pretty emotional,” 
said Weldon’s wife Jennifer as she 
stood with her children just before 
the first two planes arrived. “When 
he’s gone, I get to play the role of 
both parents. I get to juggle all the 
carpooling and sporting events.”

At the front of the group was 
Weldon’s son Joshua. As officials got 
word from the approaching planes 
and announced the arrival estimate: 
“Two minutes!” Joshua began to hop 
around, getting ready to hug his dad 
for the first time in a half a year. The 
family readied themselves to run out 
to meet Jeremy.

“[Joshua] usually beats me to him,” 
Jennifer said. “He’s quicker than I am 
in my heels.”

As Jeremy made his way down the 
stairs and toward his family, Joshua 
broke free and sprinted to his dad, 
flying into the sailor’s arms. The two 
stood there hugging as the rest of the 
family joined.

This was Jeremy’s fourth deploy-
ment since being stationed at NAS 
Jax about five years ago. His kids are 
older than they were when Jeremy 
had to leave them for the first time, 
but things haven’t changed much in 
his head.

“You get used to it a little bit, but 
every time it’s the same emotions,” 
he said. “You still have to leave your 
family.”

Sailors and families wait in a hangar at Naval Air Station Jacksonville on OCt. 13 as three airplanes 
carrying about 200 sailors approached the base following a six-month deployment.
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We accept

MON 7AM-8PM  | TUE, WED, THUR 7AM-7PM  | FRI 7AM-6PM  | SUN CLOSED
OPEN SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 18 - 8AM - NOON

All major credit cards and CareCredit are accepted 

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf Community for over 10 Years
Glenda Wiechman, DVM

8483 Merchants Way  | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | 904-317-6555  | www.oakleafvet.com
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

●  Wellness Exams
●  Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
●  Laser Therapy
●  Vaccinations
●  Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & 

Ultrasonic Scaler
●  Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging

●  General Surgery
●  Diagnostic Lab On-Site
●  High Defi nition Digital X-Ray
●  Pet Lodging & Daycare
●  Bathing & Grooming
●  Private Puppy Training Course
●  Daycare Socialization Classes (Coming Soon)

Boarding Reservations Now Available
Reserve Today! Space is Limited

Your Full Service Animal Hospital
“Where Your Pets Are Treated Like Family”

Make your appointment today 317-6555 
Pets Hurricane Preparations Check List

¨  Food    ¨  Water    ¨  Medications    ¨  Records    ¨  First Aid Kit    ¨  Collar with ID
¨  Rabies Tag    ¨  Leash    ¨  Bedding/Toys    ¨  Pre-Plan Pet Friendly Accommodations
¨  Microchip, It’s Easy and Reunites Families!

Keep your pets safe during the upcoming holidays. 
Protect them from seasonal plants & decorations; 
candy; unhealthy food scraps; and loud noises. 

Celebrate this Fall season with healthy fur babies by 
keeping their regularly scheduled checkups

Closed Thanksgiving Day

Debris
from page 1
record-setting tide levels.

“We’re going to be dealing with 
that for about another week,” Ward 
said. 

Ward said those tidal levels will 
more than likely return in November. 
According to Ward, more than 4,000 
volunteers from numerous organi-
zations – largely organized by the 
nonprofit coordinator Clay SafetyNet 
Alliance – put in 40,374 volunteer 
hours on 735 projects, which in-
cludes anything from “muck out’ 
services – meaning flood cleanup – 
to tree work. 

“Our volunteers are pumped,” 
Ward said. “These guys have been 
doing a phenomenal job.”

According to Ward, nearly 19,000 
residents have taken part in Florida 
disaster food assistance through the 
Department of Children and Families 
and the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. 

Lines for food assistance Saturday 
and Sunday at the Clay County Fair-
grounds lasted hours and attracted 
thousands. 

Meanwhile, residents who must 
detour and get around the closed 
County Road 218 Bridge that was hit 
during Irma, might soon get relief 
from the endeavor. Officials issued 

an emergency repair contract for the 
bridge. Building materials should 
arrive before the end of the week 
and work will begin shortly after. Of-
ficials expect the construction to be 
completed no later than Dec. 3. 

Water velocity scoured dirt sur-
rounded the bridge’s support beams 
during the hurricane. County officials 
became concerned for driver safety 
and the bridge’s structural integrity 
after divers discovered the issue. 

Ironically, officials slated the 
bridge for restoration in three years 
as part of a four-lane widening proj-
ect to be carried out by the Florida 
Department of Transportation in con-
junction with a Blanding Boulevard 
widening project.

Commissioners raised concerns 
over the timeliness of trash pickups 
after the hurricane. A month after 
winds subsided, much of the county 
still has pieces of their trees and 
even homes on their lawns waiting 
for pickup. 

Representatives with Advanced 
Disposal – the county’s garbage 
company – said the combination of 
overtaxed staff and a tremendous 
backlog is to blame for the slow 
debris pickup. 

“What would take us normally a 
day to accomplish one of our yard 
waste routes is now taking several 
days. Our trucks can only take so 

much material, then they’ve to go 
back to the landfill,” said Greg Hun-
tington, Florida municipal marketing 
and government affairs manager for 
Advanced Disposal. 

According to Huntington, in a 
normal route, one out of every four 
homes typically has yard debris that 
typically weighs an average of 12 
pounds. 

After Irma, nearly Clay County 
every resident has some sort of yard 
waste on their curb that weighs, on 
average, 86 pounds. 

Huntington said since the hur-

ricane, the company has completed 
Monday and Tuesday’s yard waste 
routes. They finished Tuesday’s yard 
waste route on Saturday. He expects 
workers to finish Thursday’s route by 
Oct. 13 and expects normal opera-
tions should resume on Oct. 23.

County staff, Advanced Disposal 
and contractors have removed 98,000 
cubic yards of debris, and Ward said 
officials aren’t even a quarter of the 
way done with cleanup. 

Officials said workers removed 
110,000 cubic yards of debris after 
last year’s Hurricane Matthew. 
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No Appointment Needed ~ Just Walk In
• In-network provider for many health insurance plans

• Common Illnesses/Physical • X-ray/EKG/IVs/Labs on site
• Medications dispensed on site • MVA/Workman’s Comp

Hormone Replacement • Testosterone Therapy • Now Offering Allergy Testing/Immunotherapy

We also offer the latest advancements in cosmetics with Obagi Skin Care System

Your health is 
our priority! 

URGENT  
CARE

State-of-the-Art 
Facility Julington 

Creek
1633 Racetrack Rd. #101

Jacksonville, FL 32259

Oakleaf Plantation 
Town Center

9580 Applecross Rd. #106
Jacksonville, FL 32222

M-F 8-8, Sat-Sun 8-5 (904) 778-9180

teams. Though the guys don’t hold 
Ph.D.’s in Parapsychology, they play 
the part well. They are so convincing 
that they received a request from a 
spooked Clay County resident fol-
lowing an appearance in last year’s 
Middleburg Fourth of July parade.

“We got a detailed email on our 
Facebook page, they wanted us to 
come check it out,” Edens said. “I 
told them that we just do the movie 
stuff, then reworded the about sec-
tion on our page after that.”

After making the necessary 
changes to their Facebook page, 
Edens said they hope people un-
derstand now that they are simply a 

cosplay group and not serious para-
normal investigators. He did say they 
are happy to act as a referral service 
for any reports of ghosts they hear, 
and typically pass along information 
for a St. Augustine-based paranormal 
investigation group. 

Wherever the groups go they typi-
cally draw a crowd – not surprising 
as four men dressed in full blown 
Ghostbusters costumes walk side-
by-side away from an Ectomobile, 
recreating an iconic image straight 
from the films. Countless children 
swarmed the men as they stood in 
the doorway of the Jacksonville Pub-

Ghostbusters
from page 3

lic Library Maker Con Oct. 14 at the 
library’s downtown branch. However, 
nostalgia for their 1980’s-era child-
hood helps to attract plenty of atten-
tion from adults, too. 

Adults passing by could be heard 
saying things to the group like “I’m 
glad someone still remembers those 

movies.” The members of the group 
will point out that several recent 
events have helped to bring focus 
back to the hit movie.

With the 2016 release of the se-
ries’ first motion picture since Ghost-
busters II in 1989, the series was 
delivered to a new generation of fans 

The Ghostbusters of Middleburg brought their Ectomobile to the downtown branch of the 
Jacksonville Public Library system Oct. 14 while making an appearance at the Jax Maker Con 
hosted by the library.

Ghostbusters of Middleburg member Alan 
Wittkamp’s proton pack features many of the 
decals and lights used on the original props in 
the 1984 movie.

STAFF PHOTOS BY KILE BREWER

A replica of the Ghostbusters Ectomobile sits outside the library in downtown Jacksonville last 
weekend during the library’s Maker Con. The car is owned by Middleburg resident Adam Edens 
who operates the Ghostbusters of Middleburg with some friends and fellow cosplayers. 

with a feminine spin on the classic 
four-person team, with a cast made 
up of SNL alumnae and current cast 
members Melissa McCarthy, Kate 
McKinnon, Kristen Wiig and Leslie 
Jones. In addition to this revival, 
Netflix recently released the Ghost-
busters cartoon that was a hit with 
kids in the 80’s and 90’s. Finally, the 
soon-to-be-released Season 2 of the 
Netflix original show Stranger Things 
will feature heavy use of Ghost-
busters costumes and equipment as 
a group of four boys in Halloween 
costumes fight monsters in a para-
normal alternate universe. 

As part of the series reboot, Sony 
Pictures restarted an old campaign to 
find Ghostbusters groups around the 
country and provide them certificates 
to make them official members of 
Ghost Corps. The certificates come 
hand-signed by Director Ivan Reit-
man, and is included with a bag of 
pins for all the members of their 
groups. 

“I’m not sure how official it 
makes us,” Cameron Fisher said, “but 
it meant a lot to us as a group.”

Since receiving the certificate, 
the Ancient City group made copies 
of the document and began passing 
them out to kids at birthday parties, 
announcing the guest of honor as 
an official Ghost Cadet, something 
Teresa said has become very popular 
with young fans. 

The group will have a series of 
events leading up to Halloween, all 
of which will be posted on their 
Facebook page Ghostbusters of 
Middleburg. To catch a glimpse of 
Clay County’s own Ghostbusters on 
their home turf, catch them at the 
Orange Park Trunk or Treat at the 
First Christian Church of Orange 
Park on Oct. 27 at 6:30 p.m., or 
Moosehaven’s Heart of the Commu-
nity Trick or Treat event beginning at 
5:30 p.m. on Halloween.

“What we do is very fun for us,” 
Wittkamp said. “But our favorite part 
is seeing people smile and knowing 
we made someone’s day a little bit 
brighter.”
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Fleming Island Center for Clinical Research 
1689 Eagle Harbor Parkway East 
Fleming Island, Florida 32003
904-474-4159

Cardiovascular
Disease

Research Study

 

Oakleaf High joins PBS 
journalism initiative

OAKLEAF – Oakleaf High School 
joins five other Florida schools to 
participate in the PBS NewsHour 
Student Reporting Labs program, 
a national journalism that initiative 
“connects middle and high school 
students with public media stations 
to produce, original, youth-focused 
news reports.”

In total, there are around 120 
schools participating in the program 
nationwide with 40 local partner PBS 
stations.

Bernice Young, Oakleaf High 
School’s television production 
teacher, directed the application pro-
cess last semester. Young’s students 
recently completed their first assign-
ment of the year with the program, 
which surrounded conversations 
about the role of quality journalism 
and misinformation. 

“I am thrilled about Oakleaf High 
School’s participation in this power-
ful, nationally recognized program! 
PBS NewsHour Student Reporting 
Labs provide hands-on experience 

Community
Briefs

that allows students the opportunity 
to become college and career ready. 
I am honored to have teachers and 
staff who are passionate and deter-
mined to see students succeed,” said 
Addison Davis, Clay County school 
superintendent. 

Students will have the opportu-
nity to create content for the na-
tional NewsHour site and the nightly 
broadcast, which reaches more than 1 
million viewers nightly. Teachers will 
help program leaders develop curric-
ulum to engage students in news and 
public affairs, and ensure the youth 
voice is active in conversations about 
critical issues facing the nation. 

“Passionate educators are the glue 
that hold this program together,” said 
Leah Clapman, PBS’ lab program 
founder. “Every year we discover new 
ways to expand and improve SRL, 
with the most innovative and effec-
tive ideas coming straight from the 
teachers on the front lines.”

‘Low Bono’ program reaches 
out to Clay County residents

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Tara S. Green is continuing her of-
fice’s Low Bono Program.

While not free law advice, the Low 
Bono Program lower the barriers that 
usually prevent people with moderate 

financial means from accessing legal 
services, specifically those involved in 
family law cases.

The program is available to Clay 
County residents involving Clay 
County family law cases only, with a 
focus on clients representing them-
selves, a practice referred to as pro 
se. 

“Low bono is the principle of in-
creasing access to law-related services 
for people of moderate means who 
do not qualify for pro bono (free) 
assistance, but cannot afford the fees 
private attorneys typically charge,” 
Green said. “When family law matters 
are involved it is especially important 
that we help citizens navigate the 
process as efficiently as possible for 
the sake of everyone involved.”

Individuals wishing to participate, 
should contact the Clerk’s Office to 
schedule an appointment with these 
local, licensed Florida attorneys at a 
rate of $1 per minute. The minimum 
appointment time is 30 minutes. 
Clerks require the following informa-
tion: client name, name of adverse 
party, client’s contact phone number, 
client email address. Individuals are 
responsible for bringing full payment 
to their scheduled appointment time 
(cash only) along with all relevant 
documents. 

Appointments are held at the Clay 
County Courthouse in Green Cove 

Springs at 825 N. Orange Ave.
For more information or to sched-

ule an appointment, call (904) 269-
6363.  

Ameris Bank launches 
8th annual food drive

JACKSONVILLE – All Ameris Bank 
locations in Northeast Florida are 
collecting non-perishable food items 
to donate to local food banks as part 
of a company-wide initiative, the 8th 
Annual Helping Fight Hunger.

Clay County residents can donate 
non-perishable food items at the 
Ameris branch at 1775 Eagle Harbor 
Parkway on Fleming Island or 485 
Blanding Blvd. near Orange Park.

A food bank in every town with 
an Ameris Bank location will receive 
the donation of goods collected at 
the local Ameris Bank office, plus 
a monetary donation from Ameris 
Bancorp. Last year, Ameris Bank col-
lectively donated more than 825,000 
non-perishable food items and a total 
of $100,000 to local food banks. 

Since the program was launched 
in 2010, Helping Fight Hunger 
has donated more than 3.4 million 
non-perishable food items donated 
to local food banks and more than 
$555,000 in monetary donations 
given through Ameris Bancorp.

SEE BRIEFS,  12
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advocates and raises funds for 
victims of drivers under the influ-
ence while driving and helps create 
policy towards stiffer punishments 
for offenders. MADD will hold its 
annual Clay County Walk Like MADD 
5K fundraising and awareness event 
Saturday, Nov. 4 at 8.30 a.m. at the 
corner of River Road and Wells Road 
on bestbet property. 

An Orange Park resident, David 
has attended the last three events 
and plans to attend the November 
fundraiser as well. He said the com-
panionship helps him recall the good 
times with his daughter that are 
divorced from the accident. 

“Those events help. Anytime 
you can make people aware of the 
impact and how the everyday person 
like me can be affected, it‘s not just 
the other person, it could actually 
be you,” David said. “The more I talk 

Alicia
from page 5

about it, the better I feel.” 
He remembers her as a woman 

driven to help influence young stu-
dents through sports the same way 
her mentors did during her youth. 
He said she never got the chance to 
fulfill her dream. 

The night of her death, Alicia 
was traveling back from a coaching 
engagement.

An Orange Park High graduate, 
Alicia dominated the basketball court 
and hoped to transition that pas-
sion from playing to coaching. She 
attended Florida State University for 
sports management and was a stand-
out player for the Lady Seminoles. 
After FSU, she played for a profes-
sional women’s league in Europe for 
five years. Last November, Orange 
Park High retired her jersey in the 
RaiderDome.

MADD Program Specialist Judy 
Cotton said the 5K walk is more than 
just a fundraiser, it’s an awareness 
generator.  “A lot of people think that 

we’re a bunch of crazy old ladies 
that are out to shut down the alcohol 
industry,” she said. “We’re not – we 
just don’t want people to drink and 
drive…We’re out here for [victims], 
that’s what we’re trying to raise funds 
and awareness for. We want no more 
victims. We want it to stop.” 

Between Oct. 10, 2016 and Oct 
10, 2017, the Florida Highway Patrol 
recorded 158 DUIs in Clay County 
alone, a sobering reminder of a dan-
gerous problem. 

Cotton said the problem has 
evolved in the past years to include 
more than just alcohol. Due to the 
opioid crisis, more and more officers 
in Florida are finding traffic accidents 
caused not by alcohol, but by impair-
ment due to prescription painkillers 
or heroin. 

“We had one of our DUI officers 
in Clay County that told me a few 
months ago he was called to a crash 
on Kingsley [Avenue] and Blanding 
[Boulevard] on a Friday afternoon…

it was a fender bender and the lady 
who had apparently caused it was 
impaired, and when he went to her 
car he tried to awaken her. He dis-
covered that she still had the straw 
in her nose from where she was 
snorting heroin at the stop light,” 
Cotton said. “That’s what’s going on 
up there, so if you don’t think the 
opioid crisis affects you – it does.” 

As the crisis develops, more are 
likely to be affected. 

Gladden said he also a sense of 
guilt that accompanies what hap-
pened to his daughter. A military 
man himself, David has had more 
than one experience in driving under 
the influence. 

He said when he was younger, he 
never thought he could kill some-
one by driving under the influence, 
doubtless part of the invincibility of 
youth.

He said both maturity and experi-
ence has provided him perspective. 

David has tried to put the incident 
behind him, but admits thoughts of 
his daughter come flooding back to 
him whenever he sees a Dodge Char-
ger or anything that reminds him of 
her.
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River 
from page 2

tributaries – it’s not getting better, and 
it’s actually getting worse…it’s been a 
very stubborn problem.”

Other indicators have worsened as 
well. River salinity has risen gradually 
over the last two decades, threatening 
native marine species and vegetation.

“There are a lot of different activi-
ties in the Lower St. Johns River Basin 
that are going to affect salinity,” Pyati 
said. “I think the region has to bal-
ance all of the important concerns 
and get the very best information that 
it can.” Of concern among environ-
mental groups is a $704.5 million 
project to dredge the St. Johns River 
to enable the newest class of large 
cargo ships to travel to Jacksonville’s 
port. The Army Corps of Engineers 
expects the first phase of the proj-
ect to begin in December, despite a 
federal lawsuit filed by the St. Johns 
Riverkeeper. The Riverkeeper main-
tains the dredging project would 
harm the health of the river and in-
crease salinity. According to the river 
report, improvement has been made 
in conditions for the bald eagle, wood 
stork and the Florida manatee. Mana-
tees, in particular, are susceptible to 
major salinity increases, which can 
kill off waterbed grasses – therefore, 
the report maintains that while condi-
tions for these animals are improving, 
it is important to continue to monitor 
water conditions.

“Salinity continues to increase 
from a variety of factors, some of 
which are natural and some caused 
by human actions. Ever since the 
river has been modified by humans, 
particularly by digging it deeper and 
removing fresh water, the increase 
in salinity has been exacerbated,” 
said Gerry Pinto, associate research 
scientist at the Jacksonville University 
Marine Science Research Institute.

“The cumulative effects of increas-
ing salinity stress the system, creating 
unfavorable conditions for habitat 
and what it supports. Of particular 
concern in this regard are the grass 
beds that prefer to grow in fresher 
conditions and provide food for 
manatees and shelter for juvenile 
fish,” Pinto said. Among other devel-
opment in the river is that nonnative 
species infiltration rose from 56 total 
in 2008 to 80 this year, according to 
the report. The lionfish continues to 
hold the limelight in dangerous non-
native species for their threat to the 
native ecosystem. 

The State of the River Report 
doesn’t attempt to draw causal links 
from one piece of data to another, but 
rather draws from collected data by 
local and state agencies as well as re-
searchers to form an easily accessible 
report for the public. 

To read the report, visit sjrreport.
com. 
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Petco Foundation to 
aid SAFE Animal Shelter

DOCTORS INLET – The Petco 
Foundation has pledged to match 
dollar for dollar all donations made 
to the SAFE Animal Shelter as it at-
tempts to clean up and rebuild after 
Hurricane Irma.

The Foundation will match up to 
$10,000 to help the no-kill shelter 
reopen and repair its building infra-
structure that was damaged by Irma 
and to refurbish the interior to make 
it safe to house homeless pets again.

Safe Animal Shelter is a nonprofit 
organization and Clay County’s old-
est no-kill animal shelter.  The orga-
nization recently celebrated its 26th 
anniversary as a temporary home 
for abandoned pets, and during that 
time they have saved the lives of 
more than 15,500 homeless cats and 
dogs.

Due to 3-4 feet of flooding caused 
by Hurricane Irma, just about ev-
erything inside the shelter needs to 
be repaired or replaced before the 
shelter can safely house animals. 

“Our wonderful community 
stepped forward with donations 
of food, bedding, supplies and 
their volunteer service” said Sherry 
Mansfield, executive director of Safe 
Animal Shelter. “The Petco Founda-
tion investment will provide us with 
funds needed to repair appliances 
that can be repaired and replace 
those things that can’t be repaired. 
That means we can open our doors 
faster, saving animals in the commu-
nity that might be at risk of eutha-
nasia due to lack of space to house 

Briefs
from page 9

them.”
For a current list of organizations 

supported by the Petco Foundation 
and for more information about the 
Foundation’s response, visit http://
www.petcofoundation.org/irma.

Group names Davis 
‘Superintendent to Watch’

ROCKVILLE, Md. – Addison 
Davis, Clay County superintendent 
of schools and Oakleaf resident, is 
among a group of 26 school superin-
tendents nationwide recently hon-
ored by the National School Public 
Relations Association.

Davis and his colleagues made 
the list of “2017-2018 Superintendent 
to Watch” for his innovative and ef-
fective ways he uses communication 
technology. 

Davis was also recognized for his 
dynamic, fast-paced leadership and 
strong communication skills. NSPRA 
chose Davis because he “engages 
and informs his school community 
with new communication technology 
tools combined with tried-and-true 
techniques.” As a new superinten-
dent, NSPRA commends Davis’ ef-
forts to expand two-way communica-
tion and outreach efforts throughout 
Clay County Schools.

“As I near the completion of my 
first year as superintendent, I am 
honored and humbled by this na-
tional recognition. I believe commu-
nication is key to the function and 
success of our organization. I work 
hard every day to integrate new 
technology into our communication 
platforms while keeping traditional 
forms of communication to make 
sure we reach all audiences, inter-
nally and externally. I will continue 
to look for innovative and effective 
ways to lead Clay County Schools,” 
Davis said.

Paws to Read

When story time 
comes with hugs 
By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf 

MELROSE – Clyde the Wonder Dog 
has coloring much like a German 
Shepherd, has been mistaken for a 
giant bear and brings smiles to the 
faces of people of all ages.

One Saturday a month, Kathy 
Morse, 74, of Bostwick, her husband 
Bill and Clyde head to the Melrose 
Public Library to take part in the 
library’s Paws to Read program. 
Clyde, a trained therapy dog, sits on 
the floor while children adoringly pet 
him while a library volunteer reads 
books to the group in the children’s 
room.

“They really love Clyde, especially 
kids. They like to pet him and play 
with him,” said volunteer Mike Ma-
son, 62, who works with Clyde each 
month and reads to the group.

Kathy Morse said the atmosphere 
in the room usually changes when 
Clyde enters. Weighing in at 150 
pounds and almost three feet tall, 
Clyde has a presence. But it’s his laid-

back demeanor that makes him a fast 
friend.

“He usually greets every person 
and when we have a room full of 
kids, he’ll greet each one as they 
walk in, even the little tiny kids,” 
Morse said.

After a few minutes, Clyde reaches 
out his paw for a handshake, seem-
ing to crave constant affection.

“He’d rather be in your lap,” she 
said.

Morse said her husband often take 
Clyde with them while shopping and 
other trips. And on more than one 
occasion, Clyde has been mistaken 
for a bear.

“One time, we went to a rehab 
facility and this couple came running 
out and said, ‘We have to see what’s 
in your car; it looked like a bear,’” 
Morse said.

Along with monthly trips to the 
Melrose Library, such as the recent 
Oct. 14 visit, Clyde has warmed 

STAFF PHOTO BY ERIC CRAVEY

From left, Kelsi Baatz, 6, of Keystone Heights, Jordan Johntry, 7, Crista Johntry, 5, both of Melrose, 
snuggle with Clyde the Wonder Dog on Oct. 14 during Paws to Read at the Melrose Public Library. 
Also from left are Bill Morse, Library volunteer Mike Mason and Kathy Morse.

SEE PAWS, 20
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2001 Kingsley Ave., Orange Park 644 103rd St., Jacksonville

Take

THAT
broken arm.

Two locations, excellent ER care! 
We offer the fastest average ER 

wait times in the area. 
We're ready to treat your little 

ones during an emergency.
Check out our ER wait times at 

OrangeParkMedical.com.
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New 2017 Forest River RV  
Salem Cruise Lite 197BH

$126.31

MSRP $20,310.30  •  SALE DISCOUNT $6,312.30 
SALE  $13,998

PER 
MONTH

STK# 23088. 10% DOWN, 5.99% APR, 144 MONTHS. PLUS APPLICABLE TAX, TITLE, LICENSE. WAC

New 2018 Forest River RV  
Salem Cruise Lite FS 180RT

$134.73

MSRP $21,634.25   •  SALE DISCOUNT $6,639.25 
SALE  $14,995

PER 
MONTH

STK# 26439. 10% DOWN, 5.99% APR, 144 MONTHS. PLUS APPLICABLE TAX, TITLE, LICENSE. WAC

New 2017 Coachmen RV  
Chaparral Lite 295BHS

$257.51

MSRP $46,838  •  SALE DISCOUNT $13,369 
SALE  $33,469

PER 
MONTH

STK# 23096. 10% DOWN, 5.99% APR, 180 MONTHS. PLUS APPLICABLE TAX, TITLE, LICENSE. WAC

New 2017 Thor Hurricane 
34P

$648
MSRP $141,933  •  SALE DISCOUNT $41,945

SALE  $99,988

PER 
MONTH

STK# 24140. 10% DOWN, 5.99% APR, 240 MONTHS. PLUS APPLICABLE TAX, TITLE, LICENSE. WAC

New 2017 Forest River RV  
FR3 29DS

$557.89

MSRP $124,332.50  •  SALE DISCOUNT $38,343.50 

SALE  $85,989

PER 
MONTH

STK# 21635. 10% DOWN, 5.99% APR, 240 MONTHS. PLUS APPLICABLE TAX, TITLE, LICENSE. WAC

*All calculated monthly payments are an estimate for qualified 
buyers only and do not constitute a commitment that financing or  
a specific rate or term is available to all customers.  
**WAC=With Approved Credit.

Why you should buy from 
CAMPERS INN RV
• Over 25 acres of motorhomes, fifth wheels & travel trailers
• Integrity Pricing (no added prep or freight charges)
• Nation’s Largest Family-Operated RV Dealership
• 20 service bays including parts & accessories store
• Factory trained and certified service techs 
• Professional sales staff with a no-pressure sales process  
• Award-winning We Care Hotline for any questions or concerns

10626 GENERAL AVENUE
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32220

904-783-0313
www.campersinn.comDEALER PREP FREIGHT DETAILINGORIENTATION

INTEGRITY PRICING
UPFRONT • TRANSPARENT • GUARANTEED
ALL QUOTES FOR NEW RVS INCLUDE 
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Sports
District 3-7A*
Aug. 18 Camden (L) 19-6
Aug. 25 Orange Park (w) 33-13
Sept. 1 Glades Central (L) 13-12
Sept. 22 Clay (L) 42-35
Sept. 29 Fleming Island (L) 13-7

Oct. 6 Bartram Trail (L) 48-14
Oct. 13 Raines (L) 41-3
Oct. 20 Buchholz (L) 25-2
Oct. 27: @ 7A Creekside* 
Nov. 3: 6A Vanguard

OAKLEAF FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf 

MIDDLEBURG – Fleming Island 
High senior cross country runner 
Andrew Miller blitzed the first mile 
of the Bronco Bob Cross Country 
Invitational course then continued 
his assault on the field with a deci-
sive 16 minute, 41.10 second win-
ning time over a handful of stalwart 
runners all getting amped for next 
week’s district race weekend. 

Miller, a Class 4A state meet 
finisher last year, has been putting 
himself in meets some of the states 
best runners with recent finishes at 
the Race of Champions in Lakeland 
and the FSU Invitational Pre-State 
Meet in Tallahassee with his finishes 
and times near the top of the heap in 
Class 4A.

Regionally, Lyman High out of Or-
lando seems to be the top challenger 
for the Golden Eagles to continue 

Lewis top runner 
for Oakleaf at 
Bronco Bob XC

Oakleaf high senior lewis Williams is number 
two runner for Knights.

SEE RUN, 18
Oakleaf high wide receiver jakari Williams stretches fingertips for ball in near-miss play against Bartram Trail High School. 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf 

BARTRAM TRAIL – The first two 
minutes of the Oakleaf High School 
football clash on a super soppy 
turn at district 3-7A foe Bartram 
Trail High School looked like a 
Knights’ upset was in the making 
with a fumble recovery leading 
to a 62 yard touchdown run, but 
the score was nullified by a flag 
and the Knights fortunes became 
misfortunes in a 48-14 loss Friday 
night. 

The loss, coupled with a district 
loss to unbeaten Fleming Island 
earlier in the season, all but elimi-
nates an Oakleaf playoff shot in 
2017.  Fleming Island (7-0, 2-0)  is 

on top of district 3-7A with a show-
down on Friday against Bartram 
Trail (4-2, 2-0) set to determine 
the district champions. Buchholz 
(2-4, 0-1), Creekside (5-3, 0-1) and 
Oakleaf (1-5, 0-2) finish the district 
lineup. 

Oakleaf hosts the 4A-Jackson-
ville Raines (5-1, third ranked in 
4A) Vikings on Friday in a non-
district clash with Creekside and 
Buchholz remaining on the Knights’ 
district slate. 6A-Ocala Vanguard, 
undefeated at 6-0 and fifth ranked 
in 6A, is Oakleaf’s season ender at 
home. 

After the opening kickoff with 

Knights fold 
to Bartram Bears

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Despite two long touchdowns from tailback 
Keshawn King, the Oakelaf High football 
team lost a squeaker to Gainesville Buchholz 
in Friday night’s key district 3-7A contest at 
Oakleaf. Buchholz won in overtime 25-22. SEE KNIGHTS, 17
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(904) 573-6026 
www.SEDAnewhomes.com

L I N DA  L A K E S

MOVE-IN READY
HOMES

in Clay County’s 
Newest Gated Community

The Willowood D -

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, study

The Carrollton D 

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, study

BUY NOW
& CLOSE IN
 30 DAYS*

$275,000

$306,900

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

CLAY HILL – Oakleaf Junior High 
School’s girls flag football team jolted 
for two long scoring plays to score 
a 13-6 win over Wilkinson Junior 
High in the Northeast Florida Athletic 
Conference championship Wednes-
day night at Wilkinson Junior High 
School.
 First strike for Oakleaf, with Wilkin-
son up 6-0, was a 45 yard intercep-
tion returned for a touchdown from 
defensive specialist Kaylah Turner. 
Turner stepped in front of a slant 
pass route for Wilkinson quarter-
back Gracie Willemsen, who double 
pumped to her right before turning 
to throw without seeing Turner lurk-
ing on the corner. Turner snagged 
the ball and sprinted untouched to 
paydirt to tie the game. 

After the half, with the scored 
locked at 6-6, Oakleaf Junior High 
tailback Arianna Eason went left 
sweep, got past the corner then made 
a juke move on pursuit defender 
Lauren Palagi to complete a 60 yard 

touchdown sprint on the first series 
of the third quarter. Palagi’s score 
would hold to the final whistle with 
Oakleaf, coached by Machele Crow-
ley, winning 13-6. 

Oakleaf Junior High tailback Arianna Eason breaks down the sideline ahead of Wilkinson defender 
Lauren Palagi to finish 60 yard gamewinning touchdown in second half of Yellow Jackets’ 13-6 win 
for the Northeast Florida Athletic Conference title. 

Yellow Jackets ‘D’ 
scores championship win

Oakleaf Junior High flag football coach Machele Crowley gets set to accept Northeast Florida 
Athletic Conference championship trophy from Wilkinson Junior High Athletic Director Miranda 
Knox after Yellow Jackets won 13-6 title game Wednesday at Wilkinson. 

Oakleaf Junior High defender Kaylah Turner 
took an interception 40 yards for a touchdown 
to get the Yellow Jackets on the board in the 
first half. 
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9680 Argyle Forest Blvd 
(next to Walgreens)

For weekly and daily specials “like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/GatorsOakleaf 

Lunch Punch Club 
Monday – Friday 
DOUBLE PUNCH 

MONDAYS

904-425-6466
FOR TAKE-OUT OR DINE IN

*All Prices are plus tax.

BUD, BUD LIGHT, 
MICHELOB ULTRA

$3
Plus 
Tax

Pints$999

Pitchers

Plus 
Tax Plus 

TaxTax
TTaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

CHECK OUT OUR 
SEASONAL MENU 

SPECIALS!

Only During Football Games
Thursday, Saturday, Sunday & Monday

Bartram Trail, Oakleaf quarterback 
Tre Simmons, victimized throughout 
the night by inopportune dropped 
passes, let a snap slip out of his 
grasp and into the hands of Bar-
tram Trail defender John Amell, but 
Knight’s safety Tristan Brown, who 
had a fistful of tackles on the night, 
scooped up a Bears fumble on the 
next play to put the Oakleaf offense 
back on the field.

With tailback Keshawn King’s 
swift feet somewhat neutralized by 
the disgustingly unkept field which 
had pockets of muddied footprints 
and divots throughout the 100 yards 
of playing field, Oakleaf’s offensive 
line, centered by senior Mitch Romig 
and bookended by gigantic tackles 
Allen Adams and Jalen Rivers; both 
6-5 and over 300 pounds, seemed 
able to negotiate through the muck 
to keep King moving forward. From 
the Oakleaf 47, King blasted behind 
Adams for 15, but slid out on the 
next handoff before racing 62 yards 
off a screen pass to paydirt. 

A penalty flag simmered the Oak-
leaf sideline.

Two errant passes forced a punt 
back at the 47.

Bartram Trail quarterback Joey 

Knights
from page 14

Gatewood entered the lineup, but 
Brown was on his outside game and 
upended a sideline pass attempt to 
Bears wideout Xavier Hutchinson. 

On third and seven, Gatewood 
dance his wat to a first down at the 
Bears 44 before Bears tailback Devin 
Ellison took a direct straight route 
to the end zone from the Oakleaf 
29 to put the game at 6-0. Oakleaf’s 
defense crushed the point after kick 
with linebacker Kenneth Davis stick-
ing his facemask on the kick to sling 
the ball in reverse. 

Oakleaf got a roughing the punter 
call near midfield that led to two 
King runs to the 30 and a leaping, 
two-handed snare of a pass from 
wideout Jakari Williams for a score 

from the Bears 24 that put Oakleaf 
up 7-6 with a good PAT kick with 
2:09 in the first quarter.

A short kickoff put Bartram Trail 
at their own 33 with Ellison finding 
a seam and sprinting 56 yards to put 
the Bears up 13-7 with 1:42 still in 
the first quarter.

Bartram Trail was intent on not 
letting King get a shot at a kickoff 
return and pooched their kick to the 
Oakleaf 45 where Simmons had two 
passes dropped to foil the prime field 
start. 

Ellison again roughed up the 
Knights’ defense with a second and 
seven run for 18 yards to the Oakleaf 
45 leading to a Gatewood scramble 
and stretch touchdown from eight 

yards out putting the score at 20-8 
with 10:02 to halftime.

Oakleaf’s offense went nowhere 
on the ensuing drive and a punt 
put Bartram Trail at midfield where 
the Bears second quarterback, Riley 
Smith, combined with tailback Grif-
fin Helm on a double pass scoring 
throw to score the game 27-7. 

Oakleaf attempted on unbalanced 
offensive line with Adams and Riv-
ers side by side to thwart the Bears 
defensive penetration and the move 
seemed to work until a fumbled snap 
stopped Oakleaf at the Bears 38 
yard line. Two plays later, Gatewood 
scored again to put the game at 34-7 
with 4:02 to halftime.

Oakleaf had a final opportunity 
before the half when Bartram Trail 
muffed a punt and Oakleaf recov-
ered near midfield with 2:10 to go. A 
sack of Simmons and a dropped pass 
ended the drive in four plays. 

In the third quarter, Gatewood 
scored again to put Bartram Trail up 
41-7, but King answered with a 63 
yard scoring blast to put the game at 
41-14. 

Oakleaf continued to give King 
the ball despite Bartram Trail’s 
defense having his number clearly 
imprinted on their brains and the 
Bears scored the final touchdown 
with 11:05 left in the game. 

Oakleaf defenders chase Raines quarterback in Knights’ 42-3 loss in game seven.
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their season into the state meet in 
two weeks. 

At Middleburg, Miller topped 
Bartram Trail’s Sean Popik by nine 
seconds with Creekside’s Matt Ortiz 
third in 16:51.20. Bishop Snyder’s Al-
dren Biala, Columbia’s Yassin Raffay, 
who ran shoulder-to-shoulder with 
Miller to the first  mile mark, and 
Nease’s Justin Tackling all finished 
under 17 minutes in the fast first 
pack of runners. Creekside is the 
defending Class 3A champion while 
Bartram Trail finished sixth. 

Fleming Island’s Evan Fuller, 
also a Class 4A state meet finisher 
last year, outsprinted Orange Park’s 
John Bear for the seventh place with 
Fuller at 17:01.50 and Bear in with 
a best of season 17:03.10. Fuller 
has dipped into the 16 minutes-plus 
range during the season.

Also finished with his best time of 
the season was Ridgeview junior Joel 
Nesi who took 13th in 17:21.60. 

In the all-important team finishes, 
Fleming Island, with junior Gage 
West improving to a 17:46 split for 
24th place took third behind Creek-
side and Bartram Trail. Orange Park 
was ninth with Ridgeview 11th and 
Oakleaf 12th. Oakleaf’s top finisher 

Run
from page 14

District championship races
 Mon.-Sat., Oct. 23-28

District 1-4A: Santa Fe College, October 28 

(Girls 8:30 a.m., Boys 9 a.m.) Fleming Island, 

Oakleaf

Region 1-4A at Flagler County Fairgrounds, Nov. 

3 (Girls 7:45 a.m., Boys 8:15 a.m.)

District 4-3A: Ponte Vedra, October 28 (Girls 

7:45 a.m., Boys 8:15 a.m.) Middleburg, Orange 

Park

Region 1-3A at Alligator Lake Park, Lake City, 

November 4 (Girls 8 a.m., Boys 8:45 a.m.)

District 4-2A: Ridgeview, October 25 (Girls 5 

p.m., Boys 6:30 p.m.) Clay, Ridgeview

Region 1-2A at Alligator Lake Park, Lake City, 

Nov. 4 (Girls 9:10 a.m., Boys 9:50 a.m.)

District 5-2A: Oak Equestrian Center, October 

26 (Girls 3:30 p.m., Boys 4 p.m.) Keystone Heights

Region 2-2A at Atlantic High (Port Orange, Nov. 

4 (Girls 8:30 a.m., Boys 9 a.m.)

District 4-1A: New World Disc Center (Cecil 

Field) (Girls 9 a.m., Boys 9:45 a.m.) St. Johns 

Country Day School

Region 1-1A at Alligator Lake Park, Lake City, 

Nov. 4 (Girls 8:20 a.m., Boys (9:30 a.m.)

Middleburg freshman Emma mussante takes 
peek near finish of Bronco Bob invite. 

Oakleaf high’s Dylan Nelson could be a state meet hopeful in upcoming district and region races.

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

MIDDLEBURG – Middleburg High 
freshman cross country runner 
Emma Mussante was the lone red 
singlet amidst a sea of Creekside, 
Bartram Trail and Matanzas shirts 
as she battled to a tops-in-area 14th 
place finish at the Bronco Bob Cross 

was sophomore Dylan Nelson at 21st 
in 17:38.60. 

Mussante edges Franzoni at Bronco XC
Country Invitational held Saturday at 
Middleburg High School. 

Mussante, who finished in 21 
minutes, 15.40 seconds, was ahead 
of Fleming Island High senior Julie 
Franzoni, who took 17th in 21:24.20 
as Creekside won top team  hon-
ors ahead of Matanzas Nease and 
Bartram Trail. Creekside’s Claire 

Openshaw sizzled the course with 
a 18:45.30 winning time; more than 
a minute ahead of runnerup Naila 
Etique of Nease’s 19:50.60. 

Fleming Island finished sixth in 
team points with Ridgeview eighth 
with Anna MaGruder 25th and 
Marisa Kortright 27th for Lady Pan-
thers. 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – Two upsets in the 
junior high football ranks on 
Thursday; an 18-0 win by Bradford 
County over Wilkinson and a 20-19 
win by Oakleaf over Green Cove 
Springs created a three-way tie in 
both divisions; South and North, 
of the Northeast Florida Athletic 
Conference. Oakleaf, coached by 
Merlin Smith, is the defending 
county champion. 

Green Cove Springs and Wilkin-
son both had 2-0 records prior to 
Thursday’s game and could have 
been the championship game 
teams with a win. 

With the Wilkinson loss, three 
teams; Wilkinson, Bradford and 
Lake Asbury all tied up with 2-1 
conference records. 

With the Green Cove Springs 
loss, three teams; Green Cove 
Springs, Oakleaf and Orange Park 
(winner over Lakeside) all tied up 
at 2-1 also.

Coaches were to determine 
the criteria format to figure out a 
championship game set for Octo-
ber 24. 

In the Green Cove Springs, Oak-
leaf game, a 7-6 Oakleaf halftime 
lead was reversed with a fumble 
recovered on the Oakleaf kick re-
turn and Cougar fullback Ricky Jo-
seph , all of 215 pounds of thrust, 
pounded in from 30 yards out for 
the touchdown and a 13-7 Cougar 
lead at 4:19 of the third period. 

On the ensuing drive, Oakleaf 
tailback Donovan Shannon rum-
bled 44 yards to paydirt to tie the 
game at 13-13 as the fourth quarter 
started. 

Green Cove Springs quarterback 
Donnie McClain got stripped of the 
ball at the Cougar 10 by Oakleaf 
defender Harold Stubbs for the 
second touchdown of the half for 
Shannon as Oakleaf went up 20-13 
with 6:03 left. 

Green Cove Springs got two 
untimely penalties that pushed 
the Cougars backward from the 
Oakleaf 18 to near midfield, but 
McClain scrambled to paydirt to 
put the score at 20-19. Cougar 
kicker Aaron Montoya’s PAT kick 
was blocked by Jonathan Goddard 
to end the scoring. 

Junior high football 
goes to six-way tie

Oakleaf junior high running back Donovan shannon scored twice in Yellow Jackets’ win over 
Green Cove Springs.
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PATIO FURNITURE

www.palmcasual.com

650 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 579-3455

11323 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246
(904) 641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-6 • Closed Sunday

Buy at the FACTORY and SAVE!

The #1 Manufacturer of Patio Furniture in Florida Since 1979

Palm Casual’s Money 
Back Guarantee

If you can fi nd a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices • Family Owned & Operated

Choosefrom

300Fabrics!1 weekdelivery!

Wicker,

Aluminum & Cast
Up To

40% Off
sugg. retail

Askabout ourLIFETIMESERVICE!

The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the Clay County Sheriff’s Office’s Community 
Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and generate community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report it by calling th 
The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the Clay County Sheriff’s Office’s Community 
Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and generate community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report it by calling 
the CCSO at (904) 264-6512 or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Reserve 911 calls for emergencies only. e CCSO at (904) 
264-6512 or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Reserve 911 calls for emergencies only.

THE BLOTTER

Oakleaf man charged in 
carjacking

OAKLEAF – An Orange Park man 
area is in jail today after authorities 
obtained a warrant for his arrest in 
an armed carjacking case. 

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Tyler Lamar Davis, 20, on 
Oct. 17 after deputies placed a war-
rant for his arrest 
for his alleged 
involvement in 
an Orange Park 
armed carjacking 
that was reported 
on Oct. 6. 

Surveillance 
video of the 
event shows a 
man exiting a 
Nissan Sentra 
with what ap-
pears to be a handgun in his pants. 
Shortly thereafter, the suspect point-
ed his gun at the driver and unlocked 
the passenger side door in the 3000 
block of Hawthorn Way. 

Davis allegedly pilfered the vic-
tim’s belongings and allegedly stole 
a cell phone and a wallet. When the 
victim reached for the suspect’s gun, 
the man cocked his gun and caused a 
bullet to fall to the ground. 

According to the police report, Da-
vis stole the victim’s vehicle and fled 
to the Oakleaf community. Deputies 
found the Nissan Sentra and discov-
ered that it allegedly belonged to Da-
vis. According to the report, authori-
ties later found the victim’s vehicle at 
a church parking lot located in Duval 
County. 

In it, deputies discovered the bul-
let that the victim alleged had fallen 
to the floor when Davis had cocked 
his gun, according to the report. 

Deputies arrested Davis and trans-
ported him to the Clay County Jail, 
where he remained at press time. 

Middleburg man pleads guilty 
to child porn production

JACKSONVILLE – Acting United 
States Attorney W. Stephen Muldrow 
announced Oct. 10 that Andrew Ryan 
Leslie, 22, of Middleburg pleaded 
guilty to two federal charges that 
he sexually abused an infant and a 
toddler, and used them to produce 
images and videos of child pornog-
raphy.

Leslie faces a mandatory minimum 
penalty of 15 years, up to 60 years, 
in federal prison and a potential life 
term of supervision. A sentencing 

date has not yet been set. Leslie has 
been in federal custody since his ar-
rest on October 18, 2016.    

According to court documents, in 
2015, agents with U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement’s Home-
land Security Investigations began 
an investigation into websites known 
to host images and videos depicting 
child pornography. In 2016, Leslie 
was positively identified as a member 
of one of these websites. On Octo-
ber 18, 2016, HSI agents and other 
law enforcement officers executed 
a federal search warrant at Leslie’s 
residence in Middleburg.

When they entered Leslie’s 
residence, Leslie emerged from the 
master bedroom where he said a tod-
dler had been in bed with him when 
agents arrived.  

During the search, agents located 
a digital camera next to Leslie’s bed 
in the master bedroom. Within the 
camera was a micro SD card contain-
ing a series of pornographic images 
depicting Leslie with two different 
minor children. In several of the 
images, the same toddler – approxi-
mately two years old – was depicted. 
Other images depicted a different 
infant less than a year old. These im-
ages depicted Leslie sexually abusing 
both children.  

Agents also seized several lap-
top computers, computer hard disk 
drives, tablets, cell phones and cam-
eras from Leslie’s residence. A foren-
sic analysis of these items revealed 
that Leslie had produced, received, 
distributed and possessed numerous 
images and videos depicting child 
pornography. Recovered logs of on-
line conversations between Leslie and 
other individuals showed that Leslie 
had discussed engaging in sexual 
activity with several minor children.

This case was investigated by U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment’s Homeland Security Investiga-
tions and the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Argument ends in knife 
attack, arrest

ORANGE PARK – An Orange 
Park area man faces a felony charge 
of aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon after a verbal argument got 
out of control and ended with a knife 
attack.

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Christopher Joseph Miller, 

Tyler Davis

SEE CRIME, 20
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your 
community, 
your 
world 

Enjoy the hit Broadway adaptation 
of the classic 1942 movie musical, 
showcasing an Irving Berlin score 
including the Oscar-winning "White 
Christmas" with dance numbers, 
comedy and a hit parade of the 
great songwriter's famous tunes.  

Explore the history of the Fab Four 
from their early days in Liverpool to 
their last concert in San Francisco 
in 1966. Oscar-winner Ron Howard 
directs this film about the global 
phenomenon that is “The Beatles.” 

Explore the entertainer's life with 
unprecedented access to his 
personal archives including writings 
voiced by Billy Crystal, clips from 
his body of work, and interviews 
with various celebrities. 

Get the latest news! WJCT’s What's On This Week        
e-newsletter comes to your inbox on Monday 
afternoons, bringing you information on the week's top 
TV and radio programs. Sign up at wjct.org. 

wjct.org / news.wjct.org 

This Thanksgiving on WJCT-TV, a 
new holiday special follows the 
continued adventures of Anne 
Shirley and other beloved charac-
ters from L.M. Montgomery’s clas-
sic novel “Anne of Green Gables”. 

Crime 
from page 19

45, on Sept. 30 at 1:35 a.m. after a 
brief investigation.

According to the police report, 
Miller got into an argument with 
the victim after the victim allegedly 
broke the stove in the house. To calm 
down, police said, the victim walked 

outside, but when 
he returned he 
found Miller 
urinating on the 
floor.

Christopher Miller 

hearts at such venues as the Flem-
ing Island Public Library and the Isle 
Health and Rehabilitation Center on 
Fleming Island.

“The therapy is bringing smiles to 
peoples’ faces and, I think, hope. I 
lot of the people who live in institu-
tions, had dogs before and they can’t 
have them now and so, it takes their 
mind off their situation, even if it’s 
only for a few minutes,” she said.

The Morses have been sharing 
Clyde with the Melrose Public Li-
brary for three of his 8 years. Before 
he was certified as a therapy dog, 
Clyde went through a rigorous as-
sessment that involved three evalua-
tions.

“They test the dog, but they test 
the people too and the way they 

Paws
from page 12

handle their dogs. They make an 
assessment of the overall personal-
ity. They have to be good with other 
dogs, good with other people,” she 
said.

Clyde is a Leonberger, a mountain 
dog breed derived from three other 
breeds – St. Bernard, Great Pyrenees 
and Newfoundland.

According to the American Ken-
nel Club, the Leonberger is “bright, 
patient, loving, and family oriented,” 
good traits Morse verifies Clyde has.

“It’s just nice to bring joy to other 
peoples’ lives,” she said.

Mason agrees with Morse. He said 
Clyde has a way of making people 
feel better.

“The first thing that comes to 
mind, is if a child is going through 
something, they can spend time with 
Clyde and hug him and it all gets 
better,” Mason said. “It’s a good time 
for the children.”



Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Home
Improvements

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, You
and Your Family may Be Entitled To
A Significant Cash Award. Call
855-839-6761 To Learn More. No
Risk, No Money Out of Pocket

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach
a phone! FREE Brochure. CALL
800-370-4824!

GET YOUR
MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Card Today! For *Cancer, *PTSD,
*HIV, *AIDS, *Parkinson, *Epilep-
sy, *Multiple Sclerosis, and other
conditions. For free evaluation
call today! 1(844)-766-6734 certif
iedmarijuanadoctors.com

Smart Health Dental Insurance. Most
Dental Procedures Covered. No
waiting periods! Most Plans Start at
About $1 a Day! FREE No Obligation
Quote. Call Now! 1-888-530-1670
(m)

DENTAL INSURANCE
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a
discount plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. 855-404-2263 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/cpf

Viagra!!
52 Pills for Only $99.00. Your #1
trusted provider for 10 years.
Insured and Guaranteed Delivery.
Call today 1-888-403-8602

Health Service/
Medical

Funerals can be very expensive.
Can your loved ones afford it?
Protect them with Final Expense
Insurance. Call today to learn more:
855-900-3270

Have 10K in Debt? National Debt
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB.
You could be debt free in 24-48
months. Call 1-866-465-4307 now for
a free debt evaluation.

Financial
Service

Police, Corrections Officers
and 911 Dispatchers
l Full Time Position
l We Will Train!
l Benefits & Pension
l Advancement Opportunities

 Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Now Hiring 

Apply online at joinjso.com or contact our recruiting 
office at 904-713-4870 for further information.

To advertise a job opportunity 
with us please call 

Martha 904-579-2154 or email 
martha@opcfla.com.

Looking for Motivated, 
Personable Licensed 

Hair Stylists
Stylists and Management positions available
• Starting at $10.00 plus retail and service 

commission
• Paid vacation and insurance
• Paid Training
• Comfortable work attire
• Focus on Men and boys haircuts
• No Chemical services
• $250 Sign on bonus for the month of 

October for Orange Park location only

Sport Clips
661 Blanding Blvd Suite 516, Orange Park, FL, 32073

Call to setup an interview today, 
start working tomorrow- 904-612-9868

PUBLIC WORKS 
MAINTENANCE WORKER

Town of Penney Farms is seeking 
a full time Maintenance Worker.  
Duties include but not limited 
to routine maintenance of parks, 
streets, and Town Hall.  Must have 
knowledge, skills and abilities to 
perform essential functions of 
this position.  Reports directly to 
the Town Manager.  Position will 
remain open until filled.  

Applications can be picked up 
Monday - Friday from 

7:30 am - 2:00 pm at the Town 
Hall.  4100 Clark Ave., 

Penney Farms, FL 32079  Town 
Clerk 904-529-9078 EOE

Local Construction Company hiring

Experienced Foreman
Pipe-layer

Hillman/Tailman 
Heavy Equipment Operator

CDL Class A Dump Truck Driver.
Please apply at

Grimes Utilities, Inc.
385 Corporate Way, Orange Park, FL 32073 

or
Send resume to jessie@grimesutilities.com

We are a drug free employer, an EEO company, and offer 
health insurance and other employee benefits. 

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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CLASSIFIEDS
THE SOURCE
MOST RELIED

ON FOR
INFORMATION

ABOUT
FURNITURE
AND HOME 

FURNISHINGS!
3513 US Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-579-2154

Cut the Cable! CALL DIRECTV.
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels
PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/month for
2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) Call for
Other Great Offers! 1-800-769-1035

Alquiler De Utero
$25,000.00 y más par Manutencion
Ayudanos, No Podemos Tener Hijos.
Llama a Nuestra Abogada.
561-674-6857 Fl. Bar #307084

Business
Service 
Directory

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THE
C L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Win a Jacksonville Zoo 
Family 4 Pack

 Mail or deliver entry form to the 
Clay Today office. Must be 18 to win. 

Winners will be notified. 
One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

PUTTING IT 
TOGETHER

Call for FREE Estimates for 
All Your Fencing and Marine 
Construction Needs 

Specializing in installing wood privacy fence, 
aluminum ornamental iron fence 

and vinyl fence, docks and erosion walls. 
Stockade 6’ tall fencing 

$11.10  per ft
Minimum of 100 ft.

904-559-5925

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
855-397-7056

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Medical Supplies

Comcast Hi-Speed Internet
-$29.99/mo (for 12 mos.) No term
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS
Ask About TV (140 Channels)
Internet Bundle for $79.99/mo (for 12
mos.) CALL 1-866-204-0475,

Thinking of buying a new or used
car? Call to get current promotional
pricing and local dealer incentives for
free. No hassle. No obligation. Call:
855-670-6078

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Annual Community Yard Sale
Village Green Subdivision

Saturday, Oct 28th
beginning at 8 a.m.

(off Kingsley and Village Way)
Orange Park

Autos For Sale

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

DISH NETWORK. TV for Less, Not
Less TV! FREE DVR. FREE Install (up
to 6 rooms.) $49.99/mo. PLUS
Hi-Speed Internet - $14.95/mo
( w h e r e  a v a i l a b l e . ) .  C a l l
1-844-341-2649

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

844-245-4092

FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite
Internet. High-Speed. Avail Any-
where. Speeds to 15 mbps. Starting
at $59.99/mo. Call for Limited Time
Price 1-800-958-6917

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Stop OVERPAYING
for your prescriptions! SAVE! Call
our licensed Canadian and Inter-
national pharmacy, compare pri-
ces and get $25.00 OFF your first
p r e s c r i p t i o n !  C A L L
1-800-749-6515 Promo Code
CDC201625

Vivint Smart & Complete Home
Security. Professional Installation
with $0 Activation. Save Now
$24/mo. Call for a Free Quote
800-214-1910

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED
To Carry Our Baby! Generous
Compensation and Expenses Paid.
Call Attorney Charlotte Danciu
1-800-395-5449 www.adoption-surr
ogacy.com FL Bar #307084

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or
commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-800-348-7941

Medical Help
Wanted

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobi-
lity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
855-397-7056

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-800-671-9104

Satellite Sales
& Service

Use the patented
Happy Jack Flea Beacon

to control fleas in the home
without toxic chemicals or

costly exterminators.
Results overnight!

RUSSELLS FEED & FARM
(904) 291-5725)
(kennelvax.com)

Miscellaneous

Pet Supplies /
Services

$$HELP WANTED$$$
Earn Extra income assembling CD
cases from Home.
CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS NOW!
1-800-405-7619 Ext 320
www.easywork-greatpay.com

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace
at little or NO cost to you.

Medicare Patients
Call Health Hotline Now!

1- 800-752-2108

CLASSIC 1989 Porsche 911 - Go
to: www.116Adalia.com/porsche for
photos and information.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-860-6175 to
start your application today!

Legal Service Medical Supplies Help Wanted
Full-TimePETS &PETS &

ANIMALSANIMALS

Antiques /
Classic Cars

Unfurnished
Apartments

THEOAKLEAF22 Thursday, October 26, 2017



REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. 
Call 1-800-245-0398

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Make/Models 2000-2015! 
Any Condition. Running or Not. Competitive Offer! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA certifica-
tion to work for airlines. Financial Aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Housing assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW! Earn $1000 per 
week! Paid CDL Training! STEVENS TRANSPORT COVERS 
ALL COSTS! 1-877-209-1309 drive4stevens.com

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in 24-48 months. Pay 
nothing to enroll. Call National Debt Relief at 866-243-
0510.

Generic VIAGRA 100mg generic CIALIS 20mg. 70 for 
$99 GREAT DEAL!!!! FAST FREE SHIPPING! 100% money 
back GUARANTEE! CALL NOW 888-669-9343. Se habla 
espanol 888-713-3919

FREE VIAGRA PILLS 48 PILLS + 4 FREE! VIAGRA 100MG/ 
CIALIS 20mg Free Pills! No hassle, Discreet Shipping. 
Save Now. Call Today 1-888-410-0514

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. NO prescriptions needed. Money back 
guaranteed! 
1-888-278-6168

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350  procedures. 888-623-3036 or http://
www.dental50plus.com/58 
Ad# 6118

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Anywhere.  No tanks to refill.  No 
deliveries.  The  All-New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds!  FAA approved! FREE info kit: 844-558-7482

Bathe safely and stay in the home you love with the #1 
selling walk-in tub in North America. For an in-home 
appointment, call: 888-308-5610

SENIOR LIVING referral service, A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest FREE, no obligation senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted local experts today!  
1-800-217-3942

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos.
1-800-401-0440

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle, 2000 
and Newer. 
Nation’s Top Car Buyer! Free Towing From Anywhere! 
Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 
1 DAY PAYMENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGHEST PRICES! 
Call 1-888-776-7771. www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

FINAL EXPENSE INSURANCE.  No medical exams!
Premiums never increase.  Benefits never go down.  
Affordable monthly payments. Call for a free quote!  
877-587-4169

DISH Network-Satellite Television Services. Now 
Over 190 channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price 
guarantee. FREE Installation. FREE Streaming. More 
reliable than Cable. Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 
800-718-1593.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 
Call 1-877-737-9447 18+

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. FREE author submission 
kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KAWASAKI 
Z1-900 (1972-75), KZ900, KZ1000 (1976-1982), Z1R, KZ 
1000MK2 (1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 (1969-72), H2-750 
(1972-1975), S1-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400, 
SUZUKI-GS400, GT380, HONDA-CB750K (1969-1976), 
CBX1000 (1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-772-1142 1-310-721-
0726 usa@classicrunners.com

CRUISE VACATIONS – 3, 4, 5 or 7+ day cruises to the 
Caribbean and more. Start planning your winter get-
away or your next summer vacation. Royal Caribbean, 
Norwegian, Carnival, Princess and many more. Great 
deals for all budgets and departure ports. To search for 
your next cruise vacation visit www.NCPtravel.com

HERO MILES - to find out more about how you can 
help our service members, veterans and their families 
in their time of need, visit the Fisher House website at 
www.fisherhouse.org

904.579.2154

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising

ACCELERATED SALE
9 UNIQUE WATERFRONT LOTS

BID ONLINE

941-882-0586

Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing.
Donate it to the Humane Society.
Call 1- 800-831-6309

VIAGRA #1
VIAGRA 100MG/ CIALIS 20mg. 52
Pills, only $99.00! No hassle,
Discreet Shipping. Save Now.
Call Today. 1-800-224-0792

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for
your FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

SHOP TRUSTED SITES & APPS
Stay safe online: Use caution when shopping with an unfamiliar 
online retailer as some may be false fronts designed to steal
personal information.

Learn more ways to keep your computer safe at: thefc2.org

Register at: thefc2.org/cyberconFL

Tampa Convention Center

FLORIDA CENTER FOR CYBERSECURITY
A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E

OCT 27

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-800-261-2368 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

call us 
TODAY

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous MiscellaneousMiscellaneous subscribe 
today
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Baptist Clay Medical Campus
Intersection of US 17 & Village Square Parkway  
1771 Baptist Clay Drive  •  Fleming Island
Mammogram appointments available 7 am – 4:30 pm

The best gift you can give your loved ones is taking care of yourself. Start by getting a screening 
mammogram at our Baptist Clay Medical Campus. 

Our digital mammograms are fast, so you’ll be in and out in about 30 minutes. A doctor’s referral 
is not required and most insurance plans cover the cost. 

Why wait? You can even get a same-day appointment. 

904.202.2222         baptistjax.com/mammo 

Because you are loved.

Why get a 
mammogram?

© Baptist Health 2017
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